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Honours and awards. 2020, The Janice Pfeffer Distinguished Lecture Award of the
International Society for Heart Research (ISHR). 2018, Robert Reneman Lecture Prize 2018.
CARIM 2018. Maastricht, The Netherlands. 2011, San Giusto d'Oro Prize from the City of
Trieste. The most important award given by the Municipality of Trieste, Italy to a citizen
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Scientific interests. His current research interests focus on the development of novel
biotherapeutics for cardiovascular disorders. He aims at identifying cytokines and
microRNAs that stimulate cardiac repair and regeneration in patients with myocardial
infarction and heart failure. He has an experience of over 30 years in the development of
viral vectors for gene therapy (in particular, AAV) and in HIV molecular biology.

Publications, seminars and meetings. He has published over 360 papers in peer-
reviewed international journals (Citations: >17,000; H index: 71; Scopus) and over 20
reviews or chapters in published books and university text books. The journals in which his
articles have been published include Nature, Science, Cell, Nature Med, Nature Struct and
Mol Biol, Circulation, Circ Res, Mol Cell, Cell Host Microbe, PLoS Path, EMBO J, J Clin Invest,
PNAS, and others. He presents his research activity at meetings and seminars worldwide.
He regularly contributes articles to national newspapers and popular science magazines.

Grants. He has obtained grants for his research activity from various public and private
bodies, including the European Commission, World Antidoping Agency (WADA), Montreal,
Canada, Ataxia UK Charity, UK, Italian Ministry for Education and Research, Consiglio
Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR), Italy, Telethon foundation Italy, Istituto Superiore di Sanita'
Italy, and others. He has been the European Coordinator of a Leducq Foundation
Transatlantic Network of Excellence grant and is currently a Leducq grantee in another
consortium. He has been the recipient of two consecutive Advanced Grants from the
European Research Council (ERC) and is funded by the British Heart Foundation through a
Programme Grant. He currently manages over £4M grants from public bodies and charities.

Public engagement. Over the last several years, he has been active in the dissemination of
science for the lay public. He is the creator of “Science & The City”, a series of public events
in Trieste, Italy in which top scientist present their activity and discuss with the lay public
on topics of current relevance. Since 2011, he holds a weekly column “Al
microscopio” (Under the microscope) in the Italian newspaper "Il Piccolo’, where he
discusses scientific topics for the general public. Since 2013, he is a registered member of
the National Board of Journalist of Italy (N. 152255).
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